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ABSTRACT

LcspctlcziiLuncatmDumi mis C, Umi huh., 1. u.i, \ 1a , mnoduuda en los I I \

secitaporprimeravez para Mexico. Colecciones recientes de material botanico entre Cuauhtemoc y

La Junta, en el estado noiaeno cle Chihuahua .Mrxi, o. penmten extender su rango de distribucion

The genus Lespedeza is present in Australia eastern Asia and eastern North

America (Mlewcl 1 1 9ob; 'Turner I
TAT Correl 1 &Johnston 1979). Three species of

Lespedeza, L. striata (Thunb.) 1 1. & A., L. stipulacea Maxim, and L. cuneata

(Dum.cours.) G. Don, have been i n t rod need i n eastern U.S.A. to prevent soil ero-

sion, for green manure and lot ien ig, | tu utl< nd wildlife. (Clewell 1966). Les-

pedeza cuneata is one of man \ pi am in Mo oil and cater conservation: it

provides good ground cover on soils that are not adequate for other plants, and

it helps build the soi M >\ repleui Inn tin nitrogen uppb (Guernsey 1970). In

Mexico there are only isolated records lot this genus: /... virginica (L.) Britton

and L.texanaBritton are report! I >r ihuila (.Glcwcll I

1

>oj, and Estrada and

Marroquin (1992) reported L. repens for centra] parr of Nuevo Leon. There are

no records of Lespedeza species for Sonora tS breve & Wiggins 1964). Arizona

(Kearney & Pebbles 1960), and' lnlnului n I oadiA M .itmr Mi H>
'

IT u 1 1 n I

he w n hi tot k I md recent i n disii ibution n 1 \ ind Mi ^ u o

Lespedeza cuneata (Dum.Cours.) G. Don

Perennial herb, 25-45 cm tall; stems several from i he base, erect and, ascend-

ing, branched above, longitudinally ribbed pp i dpufo cent, the trichomes

0.2-0.4 mmlong, white, most abundant in ribs; stipules persistent, linear lan-

ceolate, 2.5-5 mmlong, striate, sparselv pubescent: leaves abundant, crowded,

trifoliolate, petioles 2-3.5 mmlong: leaflets cuneate 7-
1 iX - 1 8) mmlong, 2-3 mm

wide, apex retuse, truncate or in ucronau 7 a, mi ibovi parse pubescent below,

lateral veins ascendant, branc bed. anast on losed; inflorescences axillary, shorter



than the foliage, solitary or in pairs; pedicels 1 mmlong; bractlets J. ovate ape\

attenuate, 1.2-1.9 min long; calyx narrowlv campanulate,4-4(-5)mm long,l-3

mmwide, 5-dentate, the throat 1.3—1.5 mmlong, the teeth 2.7-3 mmlong, Ian-

eeol tie ilia i wo up pi i noh hi d le ;dei pi \ iii in threi \o\\\ i one < oroll. \ liil

papihonate; banner obovate or spatulate. 0-7 \ mmlong, the base tinny, au-

riculate and unguicnlate, with a purple throat, the wings narrowly oblong,

inequilateral, 6-0.2 mmlong, 1. 5 mmwide, the keel incurved. 6-7 mmlong, 1-3

mmwide, apex ret use; stamens 10, diadelphons; ovary ovate; style linear fili-

form; fruit in lower branches originated from deistogatnous flowcis. lonialed

2mmin diameter, reticulatt On ;tyli tightlv recttrved .parse pubescent; fruits

of chasmogamous flowers undeveloped.

:.. -,. ./•h'ms I Chihuahua tm : .meieM Cu.iuhtrmoi I a Junta.a la alturade Paramo

25Jul. ]994, C Yen T i, <> , • ^ an
, ; , mi !i



The presence of LcspcJcza tunatta is sporadic, ami patch v along roadsides, it

does not appear to invade adjacent abandoned croplands. This species has not

been internationally introduced m Chihuahua (people oi the area, personal

comment ) \s fai is w obsen d. it distnl on eompi'i s small patches in

an area of 26 km in this area. (Irom kin 120 to km 146 Cuauhtemoc-La Junta

highway;.
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